
SANTA CLARA COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 

JUDICIAL ARBITRATOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
Instructions: DO NOT ALTER THIS FORM IN ANY WAY.  DO NOT ATTACH ADDITIONAL PAGES. 
  
Name      Phone    Fax 

Suzanne K. Nusbaum, Esq.   408-399-2688   same; call first  
Street or P.O. Box    City    Zip Code 

119 Millrich Drive    Los Gatos, CA   95030-2213  
State Bar Number: 217968   Email address:         snusbaum@impartia.com 

 

1.  Describe your education, including degrees and the dates received. 
-BA Cum Laude, Smith College, 1969  

-JD, Boston University School of Law, 1972  

-LLM, Santa Clara University Law School, Intellectual Property Law, 2005 

2.  How many years have you been in active civil litigation practice as a member of the California State Bar?   
I have been a licensed attorney for 33 years. I am admitted to practice in California, the US District Courts for the Northern 

District of California and the District of Maine, Maine and Massachusetts. After CA bar admission in 2001, while attending 

a masters of law program in Intellectual Property law, I worked part-time in civil litigation. Since graduation in 2005, I have 

worked exclusively as and ADR neutral. 

3.  What is or was the nature of your practice?  
Most of my experience over the last 20 years has been as a judge. My current practice is limited to ADR as a neutral. In 

California, I have practiced IP litigation. I have fifteen years experience as an administrative law judge on the East Coast.  I 

have medical expertise, from hearing medical testimony in thousands of trials and receiving specialized medical-legal judicial 

training. I served as executive director and senior hearing examiner for a rent control agency. Initially, I had a diversified 

civil practice, both transactional and litigation, including real estate, probate and divorce, and spent two years as a criminal 

prosecutor. 

4.  What percentage of your practice has been representing plaintiffs    00%    defendants    00%  
I have represented both plaintiffs and defendants, but have served primarily as a neutral in recent years.  

5. How many of the following have you completed in the past five years?: 

Jury trials    0     Court trials   1000+         Judicial arbitrations   10  
Two judicial arbitrations voluntarily converted to mediation.  

As an appellate judge, I presided over roughly 30 paneled appeals per month, plus many lien hearings, settlement 

conferences, and lump sum settlement approvals. The case load was approximately 120 cases per year. 

6.  Describe the subject matter of five disputes for which you have been an ADR provider in the past five 

years, with the dates.   
• Industrial accident appeals, lien claims, and motions, 2000 and prior 

• Business contract unfair competition, judicial arbitration converted to solo mediation, 2004 

• Legal malpractice, judicial arbitration converted to solo mediation, 2005 

• Tort, automobile accident, sole arbitrator, 2005 

•  

7.  Check your areas of substantive expertise: 

     (   ) Banking     (x ) Health Care    (x ) Personal Injury   

     (x ) Business (Commercial - Contract)  (   ) Housing   (x ) Probate - Wills   

     (   ) Civil Rights    (x ) Intellectual Property (x ) Prof. Negl. (Non-Medical) 

     (   ) Construction    (x ) Insurance   (x ) Real Estate 

     (   ) Defamation    (x ) Labor - Employment (   ) Securities 
     (x ) Disabilities    (   ) Landlord/Tenant  (   ) Tax 
     (   ) Elder Issues/Abuse   (x ) Medical Malpractice (x ) Other (specify):   
     (   ) Environment    (   ) Neighborhood     unfair competition 
     (   ) Family Law    (   ) Partnership       trade secret 
8.  Give any other information that should be considered by parties or counsel. 
If requested and agreed by the parties, after rendering a judicial arbitration decision, I will briefly discuss, either ion joint 

session or confidentially  in separate caucus, the reasons for the decision and the perceived strengths and weaknesses of each 

sides’ case. 

Member of: Association for Conflict Resolution (ACR); American Bar Association Dispute Resolution and Intellectual 

Property Law sections; State Bar of California Intellectual Property Law, International Law, and Litigation sections; Los 

Angeles County Bar Association; Intellectual Property Society; Silicon Valley Intellectual Property Law Association; San 

Francisco Bay Area Intellectual Property American Inns of Court; Santa Clara County Bar Association Business Litigation, 

ADR and High Technology Law sections. 

Current ADR provider for: National Arbitration Forum (NAF), http://www.arb-forum.com; Santa Clara County Superior 

Court; Santa Clara County Bar Association Fee Arbitration program; Kaiser Permanente; City of San Jose Housing Dept.    

                                          Please see Ms. Nusbaum’s web site at www.impartia.com.  


