
October 1, 2014 

Michael LeBrun 
General Manager 
Nipomo Community Services District 
148 South Wilson Street 
Nipomo, CA 93444-0326 

RE: Santa Maria Ground Water Basin 

Mr. LeBrun: 

RECEIVED 
. ;1 i 1 0 2014 

NIPOMO COMMUNITY 
:'JERVICES DISTRICT 

The Cities of Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach and Pismo Beach, member cities of the Northern Cities 
Management Area (NCMA), appreciate the steps the Nipomo Community Services District (NCSD) has 
taken to bring supplemental water into the NCSD/Nipomo Mesa Management Area (NMMA). However 
the current state of overdraft in the NMMA created by the NCSD and your water purveyor partners, as 
outlined in the 2013 NMMA Annual Report, is causing us grave concern. As you are aware there has 
been a historic northwesterly groundwater flow from the NMMA to the NCMA and the coast, thereby 
helping to maintain an offshore gradient. As reported in the 2013 NMMA Annual Report, this historic 
groundwater flow pattern is now reversed by the expanded pumping depression in the central NMMA, 
resulting in groundwater flow from the NCMA and ocean area toward the inland NMMA. This reversal 
of groundwater gradients creates conditions favorable for seawater intrusion. In April of 2013, the 
Mayors of Arroyo Grande, Pismo Beach and Grover Beach sent similar letters to you endorsing your 
supplemental water project on behalf of their respective City Councils. Those letters expressed concern 
of your potential overdraft of the SMGB and asked that the NCSD stop issuing will serve letters until 
such time as the terms of the 2008 Settlement have been met. To quote from the letters: 

"The NCMA agencies are gravely concerned about the NCSD's Board of Director's recent 
action to suspend Ordinance 2012-117 and to begin processing new applications for water 
service. While the NCMA agencies support the currently proposed plans to construct a 
phased Supplemental Water Project that will deliver approximately 650-900 AFY, they 
oppose the development of any additional connections to the NCSD distribution system 
and any other increasing demands on the Nipomo Mesa groundwater supply until such 
time as groundwater pumping in the NMMA no longer exceeds the supply and the NCSD 
delivers the full 2,500 acre-feet per year required by the judgment. " 

To date, the NCSD is still issuing will serve letters, and NCSD/purveyor partners have not fulfilled the 
terms of the 2008 settlement and have now created overdraft conditions in the SMGB. The cities of 
Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach and Pismo Beach are requesting at this time that the NCSD/purveyor 
partners comply with the following to limit pumping from the SMGB where appropriate: 

• Stop issuing "will serve" letters until such time as the terms of the 2008 settlement have been 
met. 

• Fulfill your obligation under the terms of the basin adjudication to deliver at least 2,500 AFY of 
supplemental water to the Nipomo Mesa. 

• Collaborate with the NCMA agencies to develop a detailed groundwater flow model of the 
NCMA and NMMA to better understand groundwater conditions and actions required for long
term, sustainable basin management. 
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• Initiate a more aggressive water conservation program, including restrictions on outdoor water 
use and landscape irrigation, and consider mandatory rationing and water use penalties. 

• Become more accessible to community members through regularly scheduled outreach events. 
• Provide better public education programs and improved media outreach to help the public 

understand this crisis and how they can help. 

• Expand membership on the NCSD Water Conservation Committee. 

It is our hope that you will take immediate action as outlined above to protect the Santa Maria 
Groundwater Basin. However, if the NCSD and your water purveyor partners are unwilling to take more 
aggressive steps to protect this critical regional resource, the Cities of Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach and 
Pismo Beach will pursue all other avenues to protect our adjudicated interests in the basin. 

If you have any questions about our position feel free to call any of the member agency's City Managers 
or Public Works Directors to discuss this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Steven Adams 
City Manager, 
City of Arroyo Grande 

Bob Perrault 
City Manager, 
City of Grover Beach 

Cc: Dan Buckshi, County of San Luis Obispo Administrator 
Paavo Ogren, General Manager Oceano Community Service District 
Phillips 66 (Member ofthe NMMA) 
Golden State Water Company (Member of the NMMA) 
Woodlands Mutual Water Company (Member of the NMMA) 

!1!~ 
James R. Lewis 
City Manager, 
City of Pismo Beach 
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